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INTRODUCTION 



This edition of the Gaja-grahana-prakara (GGP) is based on a 
single MS. (Ace. No: 6709-B) available in the Sri Venkateswara Univer- 
sity Oriental Research Institute Manuscricpts Library. A short notice of 
this MS. by Sri N SUBRAMANYA SASTRY, Curator of the MSS Library, 
has already appeared m the S.VJJ Oriental Journal, vol. V, The des- 
cription of the MS. is as fallows : 

Substance ; Modern paper with water lines; size : 20.5 X 16,5 cm.; 
63 folios; 14 lines to a page; 16 letters to a line; 881 verses; Grantha 
characters; uniform and legible handwriting; marginal notes are given 
on some folios; corrections are made with black ink here and there; 
each verse is numerically numbered and black ink is used for marking 
the verse numbers. 

The work is called Ga]a-grahana~prakara in the colophon. The 
last verse gives the name of the work as Gaja-sanigrahana-prakara 
and of the author as Narayana Diksita. Nothing is known at 
present regarding the author or the age of the work. But going through 
the work one gathers the impression that the author was either actually 
a mahaout in charge of an elephant or an advisor to a king or a 
rich owner of elephants on matters concerning elephant- lore. Speaking 
about the price of elephants he mentions dinars His command over 
the language is not enviable though he has a lucid style. There are 
many ungrammatical usages and the ideas in many places are not very 
slear due to repetitions, lack of cohesion and progressive use of particles 
like api, ca, tatha, etc., for the sake of metre. 

The work contains 881 verses in the Arya metre and is divided 
into 5 chapters called asvasa. The first chapter in 29 verses praises the 
rdleof elephants as auspicious animals useful for work, protection and 
war. The next chapter in 345 verses describes ten methods of capturing 
wild elephants. The third consisting of 49 verses enumerates the places 
and regions where elephants are found. The fourth chapter dealing 
with the training of the captured elephants contains 241 verses and the 
last chapter in 217 verses tells us how the exhibition of elephants every 
.year for evaluating their worth and for the entertainment and instruc- 
tion of the public is to be conducted. The interest of the work lies in 
that there is no other Sanskrit work known so far which deals with the 
methods of capture amd training of the wild elephants so elaborately 



Methods of Catching Elephants 

I. Vrti-bandha (30 to 53): Capture through the means of fencing. 
This method is effective in catching five or six elephants at a time and 
requires usually the service of about fifty persons. The catchers conceal 
themselves on the trees sorrounding the thickets where the wild elephants 
numbering about four or five assemble for their rest, especially in a hot 
midday. Heavy logs with chains and ropes are suspended from the 
branches of the trees. Seeing the elephants quitelv engaged in their 
rest the men let the logs down so as to form a fence around the 
thicket. Several men armed with nooses, lances and goads guard the 
fence outside. After a fewdays's struggle to free themselves from the 
enclosure, the poor creatures become exhausted. Then the men apporoach 
them and tether them to the trees and fetch them to the city with the 
help of trained elephants. 

II. Vrksa-bandha (56 to 101): Catching within the enclosure of 
woods. This is effected by surrounding a vast area of woods where 
a hundred or more elephants assemble for their rest Several men armed 
with nooses and weapons surround the area and place huge logs and 
thorns obstructing the paths through which the animals could escape. 
They make tremendous noice by beating drums, roaring and howling. 
This makes the elephants confused and confounded. .The animals are 
prevented from making their way out by the show of arms and violent 
shoutings. The author says that the elephants are easily captured by 
this device in five orsix days. 

III. Rajju-bandha or Srhkhala-bandha (102 to 130) : Capture 
thraugh the means of ropes or chains; also called Alavala-handha (cap- 
ture through fhe device of water-basins) and Pahka-bandha (capture 
through sticky mud). This method is very elaborate and expensive lead- 
ing to the capture of several elephants at a time. First of all a suitable area 
is selected inside the woods. A good portion in the middle is made soft 
and muddy where the plants and garss, which the elephants are generally 
fond of, are grown. Around this base on all corners strong pillars of 
burnt bricks or stones are erected. The ropes and chains as well as 
the pillars to which they are attached are covered with green 
plants and creepers. The elephants attracted by the green enter the 
base where the sticky mud makes them unable to move as quick as they 
would. Seeing the elephants inside the base, the people who are looking 
for the opportunity let loose the chains and the ropes from the pillars 
and place them around the neck and hind legs of the animals. This is 
followed by the usual methods of over powering the victims. 
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IV. Vari-bandha or Salila-bandha (131 to 173): So called because 
a moat filled with water is employed in the method. The preparations 
here are so elaborate that they take one or even two years for completion. 
The method is to be employed only to catch large herds of elephents. 
A vast area is chosen for the purpose and a deep ditch is dug around it. 
The ditch is filled with water and a strong wall is built arround it. There 
will be only one entrance to this area. The area within as well as the 
entrance is planted with sugar-canes, plantains and other green 
plants most liked by the elephants. Twenty to fifty tamed elephants are 
to be posted near the entrance in order to make believe the wild ones. 
When the herd enters the area and engages itself m the joy of grazing, 
the entrance is blocked by placing huge logs and thorny bushes. 
Armed men assisted by tained elephants guard it from outside. Several 
persons make tremendous noice by beatmg trumpets, blowing pipes and 
shouting. The victims make desparate efforts to escape. The sound- 
making compaign is carried on for two three days, by which time the 
creatures become thoroughly exhausted. Seeing the opportunity the 
men overpower the elephants with their usual methods. 

V. Anugata^bandha or Karlni-bandha (174 to 203): So called 
because the method is to entice the young elephats by using trained 
female elephants. Five to six young trained cows are led to the woods 
where young stray males are usually available. The mahouts lying on 
the back of the cows conceal themselves under suitable covers. Seeing 
the members of the fair sex the youth shows eagerness for their company, 
approaches them and touches them with his trunk. After a while he is 
fully excited and looses himself in the fresh love. Mahouts take this 
opportunity to give hints to the female to chain the wild youth unawares. 
The poor male is thus deceived. He does not realize his plight untill 
the mahout directs the female away from him. Then the men effect the 
capture by tethering the captive to a tree nearby. This method is easier 
and also yields good result as such a youth can be trained very easily, 
observes our author. 

VI VTL La%hu~zarta-bandha and Nimnavata-bandha (204 to 
264) are the methods of pitfalls for catching single elephants. The 
difference between the two methods lies in that while in the former the 
depth of the pit is olny three cubics, in the latter it is six cubics. In 
an area frequented by elephants, pits measuring thirty cubics in length, 
ten in breadth and three or six in depth are dug, each at a distance 
from the other. They are filled with soft earth and sands and are covered 
with light bamboo mats, grass and earth. On them green plants like 
sugar canes are temp3rdrily planted. Wli^n a victim fails in the 
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pit the men watching them approach and overpower it in a few days and 
by gradually filling the pit with soft earth and sands allow it to come 
out with the help of trained elephants. 

The author does not favour this method and calls it nica, unciv- 
ilized. He says that those who try this method should take care to make 
the bottom of the pits as soft as possible. Otherwise, the victims may be 
fatally hurt. Should the young calves fall into the pit, in most cases they 
die. Many victims are not able to overcome the fear and anger caused 
by the unexpected fall and in future to get rid of the suspicion 
about human beings. This seriously hinders their being trained. 
But, the author adds, being the easiest method of catching as far as the 
catchers are concerned, it has been widely practiced though it is cetamly 
better to avoid it. 

VIII. Codana-bandha, Pracodana-bandha or Prerana-bandha (266 te 
300) means capture by driving. This is also called Kardama-bandha because 
of the use of mud in the method. This is for catching a number of elephants 
at a time. In an area frequented by elephants, groves of plants most 
liked by them are grown. Around such groves water basins filled with 
soft earth and black clay are made. These are one cubic in depth and 
concealed by the green growth on them. The legs of the victim 
attracted by the green go up to the knee in the mud and its free move- 
ment is restricted. The men looking for the opportunity eflect the cap- 
ture by using the usual methods. 

IX. Vana-bandha or Udyana-bandha (301 to 331) is so called 
because the capture in this method is effected in the city-park instead 
in the woods. The procedure followed here is the same as in the 
Anugata or Kartni~bandha described as No. V. The mahouts lead 
the female to the woods and enticing the young male bring him down to 
the city-park where all arrangements for his capture are ready. At the 
park the females are separated from him and he falls into the hands of 
the trainers. 

This method, according to the auhour is commendable, slaghya- 
As the capture is effected without causing violent anger or fear, the cap- 
tives generally prove to be obedient afterwards. The males within the 
age group of sixteen to thirty fall victims to the method* 

X. Pancalika-bandha (332 to 371): Capture by the method of 
puppets, also called Grha-bandha is used to catch young babies without 
causing injuries to them. Inside the forest in a suitable area five or ten 
or even more houses are built at a considerable distance from each other. 



People skilled in catching elephants live in these houses with all ne- 
cessary equipment. In the open space in front of the houses trained ele- 
phants are kept and looked after day after day and month after month. 
Images of young elephants are placed here and there near the houses. 
Tender green plants are also planted around the images. Seeing the ele- 
phants and the false babies for a long time and being attracted by the 
tender green plants, the wild babies mistake the babies and the elephants 
belonging to the herd, go around them and graze the plants. Taking the 
opportunity, men noose the babies and train them gradually. Should any 
mother or male elephant attack the place he or she is immediately over- 
powered by the men This method, though needs much preparation and 
time, is recommended in capturing the young ones without causing 
alaram fear or injuries. 

It can be seen from the above account that the enumerated ten 
methods virtually contract into five The first two methods, Vrti-bandha 
and Vrksa-bandha are the same with the difference that in the former 
the area used for the purpose is smaller. The capture in both is effected 
mainly by the fortitude and dexterity of the men engaged in the game. 
The third Rajju-bandha, fourth Vari-bandha and the eighth CodanH- 
bandha form together the method of khedda till recently practiced in 
Mysore and Bengal and agree in details with the description by G.P. 
SANDERSON in his excellent work Thirteen years among the wild beasts of 
India (Ch. VII, London, 1896; . The fifth Anugatha-bandha and the ninth 
Vana-bandha are practically the same. The pit-fall method is divided 
into two under the headings Laghu-garta and Nimnavata-bandha. The 
last Pancalika-bandha is a novelty, although we do not know whether it 
was ever in practice or is only an imagination of the author. 

The Matanga-lila (ML) of Nilakanth^a (Trivandrum San- 
skrit Series, X, Tnvandrum, 1910) and the Gaja-Sastram (GS) Tanjore 
Saraswati Mahal Series No. 76, 1958 apeak of five methods of capture. 
Vari-bandha described by these works is the same under that name in 
the present work. But our author instead of taking the word van for the 
enclosure where the elephants are driven into, takes it to mean 'water 5 
the more popular meaning, and calls it also by the name Salila-bandha 
and gives the explanation that the water in the ditch around the enclosure 
causes the name. VasZ-bandha of ML and GS is named Karinl-bandha 
or Anugata-bandha m GGP. Anugata- of GS corresponds to the Vana- 
bandha of GGP, and the same of ML corresponds to the Codana-bandha 
of our author. The two types of pitfalls named in GGP as Laghu-garta- 
bandha and Nimnavata-bandha are called in GS by names Apata-bandha 
and Avapata-bandha respectively, and are condemned. The Apm 
method of ML is similar to the Rajju-bandha of GGP. 
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The method of noosing described by SIR JAMES EMERSON TENNENT 
(The Wild Elephants and the Method of Capturing and Training them in 
Ceylon, London, 1867, pp. 97-100) as practiced by Panickeras, the pro- 
fessional elephant-catchers is not found in our text. Nor the method of 
lasso described by WILLIAM BAZE as found in Vietnam (Just Elephants : 
Translation by H.M. BURTON London, 1955, pp. 129-63). Excepting the 
last Panc3likft-bandha> the other methods agree with the four methods 
described by SANDERSON. 

We shall now proceed to give a very brief account of the method 
of training described by the author. The training of elephants, accord- 
ing to the author, is atigabhira a very serious thing and srama-sadhya, 
to be achieved with the great efforts. Only through training the elephants 
can be rid of their natural wild qualities and made useful to men. First 
of all, therefore, the entire lot of captives are to be sorted out and 
classified into three categories. Those which are found docile and well- 
behaved even before the training, come under the first division (429 and 
534), those which are subdued after a little threatening under the second 
(430-1 and 535) and those which require chaining and severe punishment 
for months together under the third (432-3 and 536). The deceptive ones 
and those which bear their anger for a long time are to be removed from 
the training camp. 

Further, according to their age the trainees are to be grouped into 
five. Calves upto the age of ten called tarnaka or vatsa form the firs* 
group. Those within the age of 10 to 20 called kalabha form the second, 
those between 20 and 30 named dvirada form the third, those between 30 
and 40 which are called matanga form the fourth, and those upto the 
age of 50 named karin make the fifth group. These groups must have 
separate stables and training yards. 

Shady ground covered with sands in front of the stables is the 
ideal place for training, the best time for which is the early morning and 
the late afternoon. It is to typ commenced after worshipping the elephant- 
faced god and other dieties. The trainees are placed between two lines 
drawn to their right and left. They arranged in rows according 
to their number. Armed men guard the trainees during the training and 
the instructors stand between the rows and impart the training. The 
first thing to be remembered is to begin with gentle and kind words, 
gentle patting with hands and using soft names to address the novices; 
for the first thing to be achieved is the removal of timidity from the 
hearts of the trainees. After a few days the calves are able to stand 
still discarding their restlessness. Gradually they are taught to spread 
out and roll up as well as to hold up and bring down the trunk, to stand 
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for a moment on three legs, also on two legs, and to take long and close 
strides forwards and to step backwards, to hold the cane and such things 
at the tip of the trunk and hand it over to the man on the back, to 
receive and dispose of several things, to desist from throwing mud and 
dirt on themselves when the mahout sits on the back. All these come- 
under the simple training, laghu-siksa. When the trainees are established 
in the laghu-siksa they are given more advanced training, guru-sik$3 9 
This training makes them capable of standing hunger and thirst, endur- 
ing strain and carry ng great burdens. They also discard their natural 
laziness and timidity. First of all, four types of gaits are to be taught, 
These are taking long strides (vega-gati or druta-gati] walking in accord- 
ance with the sounding of bells (calana-gati], running as for hunting 
(dhavana-gati), etc., and walking under the heavy weight of large burdens 
(bhara-gati or vahana-gati}. They must be able to move in all these 
gaits at the indication given by the mahout bywords or touch of hands 
or feet. They are also to be taught to run in circle and also in zig-zags* 
For this purpose circular lines (mandala-rekha) , square lines (caturasra- 
rekha], oblung lines (dirgha-rekha], semicircular lines (capakrti-rekha] 
and triangular lines (trikona-rekha) are to be used. They must also be 
trained in holding weapons by their trunks and protecting the fortress 
and treasury of the king. Names pertaining to the country of their 
origin or nice ones according to thsir imagination of the mahouts are to 
be given to each elephant. 

The twofold training mentioned above is for the elephants what 
the two eyes are for the human beings. The author stressess the point 
that whatever training is imparted, the protection of the life of elephants 
is of paramount importance. The training should be aimed to bring 
them joy and strength. 

The fifth chapter dsals with the construction of the stalls (gaja- 
sdla], seasonal attendance to the elephants and their annual exhibition 
for the purpose of entertainment of the public and evaluation of the 
animals. 

The stalls for the elephants are to be built not far away from the 
the city in a place where there are facilities of water supply. The construc- 
tion facing the east is said to bs most auspicious. If it is facing the 
north, there will be prosperity of calves. West-facing stall will reduce 
the strength of the enemies to the king. The stall facing the south will 
bring fame to the mahouts. A separate apartment with a post made of 
stones for tethering the elephant, one basin for the fodder and another 
for water is to be built for each animal. The quarters for those who arc 
in charge of the elephants are also to be constructed near the stall. 
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The elephants are animals having undying appetite. So they are 
to be fed thrice a day. In the summer they should get a bath every day 
which should be followed by a meal of cooked rice with green-gram soup, 
and melted butter. Jaggery, coconuts, tender bamboos, the leaves of 
pepal and fruits of kapittha and udumbaraka also from the food of el- 
ephants. After the day's .work when tired, it is beneficial to give 
them wheat-flour or lumps of tender green grass mixed with ghee and 
jaggery. In the mornings it is advised to apply yavasa-tailam on the 
head of elephants. The doctors who have knowledge and experience in 
treating the various diseases of elephants should examine them med- 
ically every now and then. The author repeatedly speaks of the care and 
attention to be bestowed on the elepants by those who are in charge of 
them. He says that with constant touches, gentle pats and consoling 
sweet words, elephants can be tamed and made obedient, They must 
also on accassions be decorated and beautifully painted. This makes 
them happy. The kings are advised to purchase good elephants from 
other regions if they are not available in their own. 

The price of elephants given by the author is as follows : Upto 
the age of five years hundred dinaras; five to ten, one hundred and fifty; 
ten to fifteen, two hundred; fifteen to twenty, two hundred and fifty; 
twenty one to twenty five, three hundred; twenty six to thirty, three hun- 
dred and fifty; thirty one 10 forty, four hundred to five hundred dlnaras. 
Elephants beyond this age are not to be purchased. The author states 
that generally this is the rate of elephants prevailing in many regions. 
Special rates can indeed be recommended in special cases taking into 
account the physic, looks, conduct of the animals and the level of train- 
ing attained by them. 

For the exhibition of the elephants suitable sheds are to be 
constructed in such a way that the display of the animals vull afford the 
onlookers an opportunity to see and examine them very closely The 
author speaks of two types of arrangements for the exhibition. The first 
type is called nffinusa-saili (m the manner of human beings) where the 
elephants are arranged according to their age. There will be six rows and 
the youngest ones will be in the forefront. Elephants in the next 
age group will be in the second row and the most elderly ones will be 
kept in the last row. The second method of arrangement is called sura- 
saili (devine method) where elephants are arranged according to the 
different families to which they belong. These families are according to 
the regions where the elephants are born. These two types are also 
called misra-saili and sttddha-saili, respectively, basing on the fact that 
in the former the elephants belonging to different regions are mixed up 
in the arrangement, while in the latter they are all separately kept. 
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The two types of arrangement mentioned above can be done in 
five different ways. The first way of arrangement is called garuda-saili 
because it represents the shape of an eagle. There will be six rows in which 
a total of 198 elephants are placed. The second method called maruta- 
saill (the method of the wind) also consists of six rows and 198 animals; 
but the arrangement is in such a way that in the front part there are 
eighteen elephants and at the rear forty-eight. The third is called 
bhujangama-saill (the serpent's method) where 125 elephants are 
arranged in three rows. The fourth pasu-saili (cow-method) consists of six 
rows and 162 elephants. The author says that this method is also known 
as bhu-saill. In the fifth method called sara-saili (arrow-method) 192 
elephants are placed in four rows. In accordance with the total number 
of the elephants, any one or more ways of arrangement can be adopted 
for exhibiting them. 

One of the purposes of exhibiting the elephants is to facilitate the 
examination with a vi^w to selecting the auspicious animals and fixing 
the correct price. The author says that the examination of elephants is 
a very difficult job to be done by specialists. The examiner pure in 
thought and carrying flowers and fruits in his hand should do his job m 
the early morning after taking bath and worshipping the dieties (827). 
The examiner should be able to calculate the real age of the animal by 
seeing the growth of the tusks, hair on the head and the height of the 
body (443). In all cases, however, his experience will be the unfailing 
authority (444). 

The shape and colour of the trunk, tusks and the eyes indicate the 
worth of the elephant (829-30). The colour and the shape of spots on 
various parts of its body also play a prominent role in deciding the wor- 
thiness or otherwise of the elephant. If the middle of the face, the trunk, 
the neck and the abdomen are full of spots, it is considered to be an 
auspicious sign bringing good luck to the elephants and their owners. 
Spots on other parts of the body are not good. The spots having the 
colour of red lotus or saffron or the setting sun or a coral are said to be 
auspicious; also those of the colour of ketaka flower, a bright star, 
a pearl, a swan and white lotus are commendable. The spots which are 
either black or blue in colour are not good at all (844). So also the spots 
which are not bright. Too many spots are an indication of inauspicious- 
ness. 

Redness on the face, trunk, parts of neck and abdomen is good. 
Whiteness of the chest also indicates luck. The frontal globes on the 
forehead should be distinctive and the eyes devoid of any reddish lines. 



The tusks should be as white as a conch or might be yellowish like ketaka 
flower, If all the eighteen nails are white in colour it is said to be auspi- 
cious, A long tail is also a good mark, 

The elephants should be examined as to their valour and their 
capacity to carry loads and to run long distances, The animals emiting 
bad smell and having an abundant growth of hair all over the body and 
desirous of eating bad food are to be rejected, Those which have not 
got rid of timidity, anger and other natural passions even after some 
training are also unacceptable. Thus the author recommends to watch the 
elephants at close while they eat, drink, run or carry loads, when their 
merits and demerits will be easily discernable, 
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